
Frequently Asked Questions
What is an Agricultural Land Easement (ALE)?
An ALE is a permanent conservation easement held 
by an eligible entity (land trust), not the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). The purpose 
of ALE is to protect the agricultural viability and 
related conservation values of eligible land by limiting 
nonagricultural uses.

What are landowner eligibility requirements?
All landowners of record on the property deed must 
be compliant with Adjusted Gross Income and Highly 
Erodible Land requirements.

What land is eligible for an ALE?
Eligible land includes cropland, rangeland, grassland, 
pastureland and nonindustrial private forest land.

Can a landowner submit an application directly to 
NRCS for an ALE?
No, landowners may not submit applications directly to 
NRCS as the easement is not held by the United States. 
To enroll land in an ALE, the landowner chooses a 
land trust partner to hold the easement. The partner 
then submits an application to NRCS. If selected for 
enrollment, the land trust enters into a cooperative 
agreement with NRCS.

Who are the eligible land trust partners in 
Montana?
Eligible partners can include Indian tribes, state and 
local governments and non-governmental organizations 
that have farmland or grassland protection programs. 

The following land trust partners are eligible to hold 
easements in Montana: 

Land Trust/Entity Counties Served
The Nature 
Conservancy

all counties

Bitter Root Land Trust Ravalli, Missoula
Gallatin Valley Land 
Trust

Gallatin, Madison, Park, Meagher, 
Jefferson, Broadwater

Montana Land Reliance all counties
Flathead Land Trust Flathead, Lake, Missoula, Sanders
Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation

all counties

Five Valleys Land Trust Missoula, Ravalli, Mineral, Sanders, 
Lake, Powell, Granite, Lewis & Clark, 
Deer Lodge

Prickly Pear Land Trust Lewis & Clark, Jefferson, Broadwater, 
Powell

The Conservation Fund The Conservation Fund generally 
doesn’t hold easements but facilitates 
matching eligible entities with 
landowners.

Trust for Public Land The Trust for Public Land works 
across the state but focuses on Western 
Montana. They generally don’t hold 
easements but facilitate matching 
eligible entities with landowners.

Vital Ground Flathead, Glacier, Lincoln, Lake, 
Mineral, Missoula, Pondera, Powell, 
Sanders, Teton

Kaniksu Land Trust Sanders
Montana Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks

all counties
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If NRCS does not hold the easement, how is NRCS 
involved?
EASEMENT SELECTION
Land trusts submit application packages to the NRCS State 
Office for funding consideration. NRCS makes the decision 
as to whether or not an easement is selected for funding. 
This decision is made based on how the project ranks 
relative to the other proposed easement projects for that 
fiscal year. The Montana ALE ranking form is posted on the 
Montana NRCS website on the Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program page.

FUNDING
NRCS may contribute up to 50 percent of the fair market 
value for an ALE General easement. For Grasslands of 
Special Significance (GSS), NRCS may contribute up to 
75 percent of the fair market value of the agricultural land 
easement.

What are the restrictions placed on property under an 
ALE?
Under an ALE, the landowner and land trust can either 
choose to protect the agricultural use and future viability 
and related conservation values of their land (General ALE) 
OR protect the grazing uses and related conservation values 
(ALE-GSS) of their land. The type of ALE chosen will 
determine deed restrictions. The conservation easement 
deed language is developed by the land trusts with specific 
minimum terms required by NRCS.

Does the landowner control access?
Yes, but offering public access is an option and some level 
of public access is generally required if partnering with 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks.

Are there any tax benefits of putting an ALE on my 
property?
NRCS cannot give tax advice. This is a discussion the 
landowner should have with the land trust that is sponsoring 
the application and/or the landowner’s personal tax adviser.

Does an ALE restrict the landowner’s ability to hunt 
and fish?
There are no restrictions on recreational hunting and fishing 
if land is placed under an ALE. The producer should talk 
to the entity that he or she is working with regarding any 
permanent structures related to recreational activities.

How much will the landowner get paid for an ALE?
The value of the easement will be determined by an 
appraisal.

What is an Agricultural Land Easement Plan?
A requirement of the ALE program under the new Farm Bill 
is the incorporation of an Agricultural Land Easement Plan 
(ALEP) into the conservation easement deed which may 
also require component plans to address specific land uses 
or resource concerns on the parcel. Component plans must 
be developed for each land use type present on the parcel, as 
follows:
• A grasslands management plan is required if the parcel is 

enrolled under the GSS option.
• A conservation plan is required if the parcel contains 

HEL.
• A forest management plan is required if the parcel 

contains contiguous forest that exceeds the greater of 40 
acres or 20 percent of the total easement area. 

The land trust partner has the option of completing the 
ALEP or selecting that it be completed by NRCS. Montana 
NRCS has an approved ALEP template (see following 
pages), this frameworks the minimum requirements a 
plan must include. The plan may be more in-depth than 
this template depending on the conservation goals of the 
landowner and land trust. The main thing to remember about 
the ALE plan is that it is designed to be “descriptive” NOT 
“prescriptive.”
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Overview and Purpose of this Plan

Agricultural Land Easement Description

The NRCS Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) facilitated and provided funding for the purchase 
of an Agricultural Land Easement (“Easement”) on the [Landowner name] (“Property” or “farm”). As required by 
Section 16 U.S.C 3865, agricultural production and related uses of the Easement are subject to this Agricultural 
Land Easement Plan (“Plan”), which has been approved by the NRCS State Conservationist or his or her designee, 
to promote the long-term viability of the land. The purpose of this Agricultural Land Easement Plan is to describe 
ongoing land-use activities and management practices that promote the long-term agricultural viability of the 
property and that protect the conservation values identified in the Easement. 

ALE Plans may also require Component Plans that describe and/or prescribe management practices that address 
specific resource concerns related to Highly Erodible Lands, Grasslands of Special Significance and certain forest 
lands. If [Landowner name] possesses none of these resource concerns, no component plans are required for this 
Property.

This Plan must be read with the terms of the Easement and the Baseline Report. Nothing in this Plan shall be 
interpreted as being inconsistent with the Easement. In the event of any conflict between this Plan and the terms 
and conditions of the Easement, the Easement shall control, as provided in Section 10.2 of the Easement.

Easement Grantor 
Landowner name

Easement Grantee 
Land Trust 

Year Easement Recorded

Easement Duration

Easement Property Location

Easement Acres

Maximum Impervious Surface Permitted

Current Uses

Component Plans

Grassland Management Plan: does the Easement 
contain Grasslands of Special Significance?

HEL Conservation Plan: does the Easement 
contain Highly Erodible Land?

Timber Management Plan: does the Easement 
contain forestland in excess of 40 acres or 20% of the 
Easement (whichever is greater)?

For each following “yes” answer, please attach/submit the appropriate Component Plan.
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Summary Description of Agricultural Land Use Activities & Management Practices

Stewardship and Management of the Property

Monitoring this Plan

Updates to this Plan

Signatures:

Land Use

Cropland

Pastureland

Rangeland

Other

Total

Acreage Description

Landowner

Land Trust Executive Director

Date

Date

Agricultural Conservation Value

Historic Land Use

Agricultural Resources

Planned or Proposed Future Land Uses

Current Agricultural Operation


